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aren’t doing it effectively now. It es-
tablishes an advisory committee to
study the Commission’s recommenda-
tion that Congress create a National
Secure Data Service. It includes the
OPEN Government Data Act, which en-
sures that government aggregate data
is available to consumers in a usable
format.

As my colleague said on the other
side of the aisle, to make the data mal-
leable, to make the data open format
so that, in fact, people can assess not
just in government agencies, but out in
the public what the data is saying
about the programs that they pay for
that we fund.

Finally, the bill also creates proce-
dures to share that data across Federal
agencies and to require protection of
individual data that makes up all that
aggregate data.

All of these provisions are critical to
setting our government on a path to-
ward better serving the people in this
country. Washington can no longer as-
sess quality based on how much money
we dump into programs, how many
people we enroll—outcomes that don’t
tell us whether or not they are suc-
ceeding. This can only be done with
quality, accessible data.

By allowing key data to be connected
and reported, we can build evidence to
determine what does and doesn’t work.
More importantly, the American peo-
ple can see the evidence of what does
and doesn’t work rather than just bu-
reaucrats in Washington.

I would also like to point out how the
reforms are working here to lay the
foundation for government and Con-
gress to create new policies that apply
this information in novel ways.

This act, in its call for transparent,
efficient, and well-designed data sys-
tems, dovetails with other efforts in
Congress for transparency and sharing
data.

A Dbill T am working on, the College
Transparency Act, would do just that
for student data and outcomes data
from colleges and universities to better
enable students and families to make
more informed decisions on one of the
most important part of their lives:
what postsecondary education they
pursue and what the outcome will be.
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This bill, and my bill, streamlines
and updates higher education informa-
tion. It is time to utilize and make
meaning out of all the data we cur-
rently have and provide that to the
taxpayers.

The Foundations for Evidence-Based
Policymaking Act and the College
Transparency Act both share a few
critical goals of the Commission on
Evidence-Based Policymaking:

First is the protection of the privacy
of individuals that may be reflected in
the data. That is the first priority.

Second is the recommendation that
information be more readily shared
across agencies. Agencies actually will
share what they already know about
programs.
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Third is that agencies develop a
strategy to share this data with the
public who pays for those programs.

These provisions are fundamental to
responsibly and effectively utilizing
the data that the taxpayers pay for.
The Foundations for Evidence-Based
Policymaking Act sets in motion these
commonsense policies that will in-
crease the return on investment for the
taxpayers and the outcomes of our pro-
grams.

The compartmentalization of data
the government already collects and
barriers that prevent the reasonable
sharing of it represent a significant
missed opportunity for the government
to provide value to taxpayers.

It amazes me that we had to create a
commission to tell us to share this
data. Taxpayers have already paid for
it. Why aren’t we already using it?

Long term, these plans are essential.
I urge my colleagues to support the
bill.

Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. Mr.
Speaker, I yield back the balance of
my time.

Mr. FARENTHOLD. Mr. Speaker, I
yvield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I will be brief.

This is a good government bill with
bipartisan, bicameral support that will
give Americans access to the data that
they have paid for, will give lawmakers
access to the data they need to make
decisions, and will give policymakers
and leadership in the executive branch
the data they need to make better deci-
sions to save taxpayers money and to
do a better job at the things that we
are trying to do in government.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this bill, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Texas (Mr.
FARENTHOLD) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 4174, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————

HOWARD B. PATE, JR. POST
OFFICE

Mr. FARENTHOLD. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 3369) to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 2256 North Main Street in
Spring Lake, North Carolina, as the
‘“Howard B. Pate, Jr. Post Office’’.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 3369

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. HOWARD B. PATE, JR. POST OFFICE.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 225
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North Main Street in Spring Lake, North
Carolina, shall be known and designated as
the ‘“Howard B. Pate, Jr. Post Office”.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘‘Howard B. Pate, Jr.
Post Office”’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. FARENTHOLD) and the gen-
tlewoman from New Jersey (Mrs. WAT-
SON COLEMAN) each will control 20 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Texas.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. FARENTHOLD. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and to include extraneous mate-
rial on the bill under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

Mr. FARENTHOLD. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H.R. 3369, introduced by the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr. HUD-
SON).

The bill names the United States
Post Office at 2256 North Main Street in
Spring Lake, North Carolina, after
Howard B. Pate, Jr., a World War II
veteran and former postmaster of
Spring Lake.

Mr. Speaker, I yield such time as he
may consume to the gentleman from
North Carolina (Mr. HUDSON) to discuss
the bill.

Mr. HUDSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to urge my colleagues to support
H.R. 3369, a bill recognizing the life and
legacy of Howard B. Pate, Jr., by nam-
ing the Spring Lake, North Carolina,
Post Office in his honor.

Born in Bladen County, North Caro-
lina, in 1925, Mr. Pate first moved to
Spring Lake, a town in the Eighth Con-
gressional District I am proud to rep-
resent, where his father was stationed
at Fort Bragg.

Being from a military family, when
the United States entered World War
II, Mr. Pate answered the call to serve
his country and continued his service
as a member of the North Carolina Na-
tional Guard until 1952.

After finishing his military service,
Mr. Pate assumed the position of
Spring Lake’s postmaster. He served in
this position for 30 years, until his re-
tirement in 1982.

After retiring, Mr. Pate remained ac-
tive in the community as a member of
many civic organizations, including
being named town historian in 1994, a
post he held for more than two decades.
For all his efforts, the local Chamber of
Commerce named their Volunteer of
the Year award after Mr. Pate.

The town of Spring Lake unani-
mously adopted a resolution to dedi-
cate their post office in honor of Mr.
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Howard Pate, Jr., because there was
never a person who embodied the spirit
of the community more than he.

Sadly, Mr. Pate passed away 1 year
ago yesterday, on November 14, 2016.
On the first anniversary of his passing,
I can think of no better way to honor
his respected life than to name the post
office after him in a town he loved and
where he lived and served most of his
life.

As any Spring Lake resident will tell
you, Mr. Pate was not only a pillar of
our community, but also a cherished
friend. He worked tirelessly to ensure
we kept a strong grip on our past while
making Spring Lake a better place for
future generations.

It is my honor to make sure he will
always be a part of our legacy in the
future by naming the Spring Lake Post
Office in his honor.

Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to join my
colleagues in consideration of H.R.
3369, a bill to designate the facility of
the United States Post Office located
at 225 North Main Street in Spring
Lake, North Carolina, as the Howard B.
Pate, Jr. Post Office.

Born in 1925, Howard Pate joined the
Army in 1944, 2 years after his high
school graduation. In early 1945, How-
ard deployed to Europe as part of the
famed 101st Airborne Division.

Later serving in the 82nd Airborne
Division, Howard was discharged from
Active Duty in 1946, but he continued
his service as a member of the North
Carolina Guard and the U.S. Army Re-
serve. He retired in 1965, as a sergeant
major in the 13th Special Forces
Group.

Following his military service, How-
ard was appointed postmaster of Spring
Lake, North Carolina, and served as
both a State vice president and presi-
dent of the National Association of
Postmasters.

He was also an active member of his
community, serving as a deacon at the
First Presbyterian Church of Spring
Lake, charter president of the Spring
Lake Jaycees, and a member of the
Greater Spring Lake Chamber of Com-
merce for over 50 years, where the Vol-
unteer of the Year award is named in
his honor.

Howard Pate passed away a year ago
this week, as we heard, on November
14, 2016.

Mr. Speaker, we should pass this bill
to honor Howard Pate’s life of service
to his community and to his country.

Mr. Speaker, I urge passage of H.R.
3369, and I yield back the balance of my
time.

Mr. FARENTHOLD. Mr. Speaker, I
join Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN and Mr.
HUDSON in urging passage of this bill,
and I yield back the balance of my
time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Texas (Mr.
FARENTHOLD) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3369.
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The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———
TILDEN VETERANS POST OFFICE

Mr. FARENTHOLD. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 1207) to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 306 River Street in Tilden,
Texas, as the ‘‘Tilden Veterans Post
Office’’.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 1207

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SPECIALIST TILDEN VETERANS POST
OFFICE.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 306
River Street in Tilden, Texas, shall be
known and designated as the ‘‘Tilden Vet-
erans Post Office”.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘‘Tilden Veterans Post
Office”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. FARENTHOLD) and the gen-
tlewoman from New Jersey (Mrs. WAT-
SON COLEMAN) each will control 20 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Texas.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. FARENTHOLD. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on the bill under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

Mr. FARENTHOLD. Mr. Speaker, 1
yvield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I am here today to sup-
port H.R. 1207, introduced by the gen-

tleman from south Texas (Mr.
CUELLAR).
H.R. 1207 honors the veterans of

Tilden, Texas, for their service to this
great Nation by naming the United
States Post Office at 306 River Street
in Tilden, Texas, as the Tilden Vet-
erans Post Office.

This bill is particularly timely, as we
just celebrated Veterans Day this past
Saturday. I look forward to hearing
more about this bill from my friend
and colleague from Laredo, Mr.
CUELLAR.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this bill, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.
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Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to join my
colleagues in consideration of H.R.
1207, a bill to designate the facility of
the United States Post Office located
at 306 River Street in Tilden, Texas, as
the Tilden Veterans Post Office.

Military men and women sacrifice
their time, energy, and lives for our
country every day. Whether serving in
the Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Air
Force, or Coast Guard, these brave in-
dividuals risk their lives to protect
others and demonstrate an unmatched
level of selflessness, courage, and dedi-
cation.

While this bill will name the post of-
fice in Tilden, Texas, in honor of all
veterans who have served, I would like
to specifically recognize the service of
Mr. Anselmo Villarreal.

Drafted into the Army in March of
1968, he served in Vietnam until 1970,
and he continues to serve his fellow
veterans through volunteer work at his
local veterans service organization.

His story is not unlike other service-
members who give their time at home
and abroad to protect and improve
their communities in so many ways. In
recognizing his contributions, we rec-
ognize the contributions of veterans
throughout Texas and the United
States, and we thank them for their
work.

Mr. Speaker, we should pass this bill
to celebrate the lives of American vet-
erans and commemorate the sacrifices
that each have made for the good of
our Nation.

Mr. Speaker, I urge the passage of
H.R. 1207, and I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. FARENTHOLD. Mr. Speaker, I
reserve the balance of my time.

Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. Mr.
Speaker, I yield such time as he may
consume to the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. CUELLAR).

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentlewoman from New Jersey for
yielding and for her kind words about
the Tilden Veterans Post Office. I also
want to thank my friend from Corpus
Christi, Texas, for his kind words on
the naming of this post office.

Mr. Speaker, today I rise to support
and present H.R. 1207, which will name
the post office facility in my district as
the Tilden Veterans Post Office.

Across my district, there are many
examples of fine men and women who
have honorably served our country. It
is imperative that we honor their serv-
ice and dedication to our Nation.

Dedicating this post office to our vet-
erans will serve as a constant reminder
of the sacrifices that our friends,
neighbors, and families made while
serving their country. These are indi-
viduals who put country ahead of self
and for whom I am proud to recognize
with the dedicating of the post office
facility.

For example, as the gentlewoman
from New Jersey said, Anselmo
Villarreal of Tilden, Texas, was drafted
in the Army in 1968. He served in Viet-
nam. After his service, Mr. Villarreal
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